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a colour, the horse is not worthy ; if an unlucky turn of the hair, or a serpentine wave of another colour appears on any part of the animal, it is an * omen of ill-luck ' to the possessor, and must not be retained on the premises. A single blemish of the sort would be deemed by a Native gentleman as great a fault in an otherwise perfect 'animal, as if it could only move on three legs. The prejudice is so strongly grounded in their minds to these trifling marks, that they would not keep such horses in their stables one hour., even if it belonged to their dearest friend, fearing the evil consequences that might befall their house.1
The swiftness of a good English hunter would be no recommendation to a Native gentleman ; he rides for pleasant exercise and amusement, and the pace therefore never exceeds the gentlest canter of an English lady's jennet. Many of their horses are trained to a pace I have never remarked in other countries ; it is more than a walk but not quite a canter, the steps are taken very short, and is, I am assured, an agreeable exercise to the rider. I was once in possession of a strong hill pony, wlxose walk was as quick as the swiftest elephant; very few horses could keep up with him at a trot. The motion was very easy and agreeable, particularly suited to invalids in that trying climate.
The Native method of con fining horses in their sheds or stables appears somewhat remarkable to a European. The halter is staked in the ground, and the two hind legs have a rope fastened to each ; this is also staked in the ground behind. The ropes are left sufficiently long to allow of the animal lying down at his pleasure.
The food of horses is fresh grass, brought from the jungles daily, by the grass-cutters, who are kept solely for this purpose. In consequence of these men having to walk a distance of four or more miles before they reach the jungles, and the diflleulty
1 The feather or curl is one of the most important marks. If it face.s towards the head, this is a hor.se lo buy ; if it points towards the tail, it is a ' female snake ' (sampan), a l>ad blemish, as is a small star on the forehead. A eurl at the bottom of the throat is very lucky, and cancels other blemishes. A piebald horse or one with five white points, a white face and four white stockings, is highly valued. The European who understands I ho rules can often buy an 4 unlucky ' horse a bargain.